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On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
Rewspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what te buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
‘ef importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 














Grace and Glory 


By Natalie D. Wurts 
Psalm 84:11 


RACE and glory doth our God 
G bestow, 


Grace to conquer_every lurking foe, 
Glory on the pathway here below; 


Grace to follow in the Master’s way, 
Grace to bear His cross from day to day, 
Glory as our toil He doth repay; 


Grace to self and all its ways to die, 
Grace to persevere without a sigh, 
Glory flashing from the throne on high! 


Thus, at last, when ends life’s earthly 
story, 
By His grace to enter into glory. 


The Need for National 
Repentance 


Repentance is the greatest need of 
our nation. It is more important than 
international conferences, military or 
naval strategy, or the outcome of elec- 
tions. A timely word on the subject has 
been spoken by Newman Watts, a Lon- 
don journalist, in a little booklet pub- 


> lished by the India Sunday School Union 
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and answering the question “Will 
Prayer Bring Peace?” Though he writes 
of Great Britain, his words are just as 
applicable to the United States. “Before 
victory and peace are going to be much 
use to Britain she needs to be brought 
back to God. Before she can stand the 
exaltation of triumph she needs the 
humiliation of repentance. Are we pray- 
ing for this? Hitler has claimed that 
he will bring Britain to her knees. Are 
we praying that our beloved country 
may be brought to her knees in repent- 
ance and humiliation for her Sabbath 
desecration, her neglect of the house 
of God, her rejection of the Bible, her 
worship of the gods of drink, gambling, 
pleasure, sport, and riches? . . . Single 
days of prayer are not enough. Mere 
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formal acknowledgment of God» by an 
odd Sunday morning in church will have 
no effect whatever. God is not to be 
patronized: God waits for the nation 
to forsake its sin, to set itself to walk 
in the ways of His commandments, to 
obey His voice in righteous living and 
sincere honoring of His name.” There 
is a sense in which it is true of nations, 
as it is of individuals, that “if I regard 
iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear me” (Psa. 66:18). We must pray 
for national repentance on a greater 
scale as a first step toward national 
blessing. “If prayer, more prayer, united 
prayer, persistent prayer, sacrificial 
prayer is made to God on these lines,” 
concludes Newman Watts, “prayer will 
bring peace.” 


God Has the Last Word 3 


always miscalculate, for God 
always has the last word. That 
truth is stressed in the thirty-fifth 
chapter of Ezekiel where the judgment 
of Edom is pronounced. “Behold, O 
mount Seir,” says God, “I am against 
thee .. . and I will make thee most 
desolate . . because thou hast said, 
These two nations and these two coun- 
tries shall be mine” (Ezek. 35:2, 10). 
It seemed the propitious moment. 
Edom, the hereditary enemy of Israel, 
reckoned herself able to seize the terri- 
tories of Israel and Judah. All the cir- 
cumstances favored it. Her astute 
leaders saw their opportunity, and Edom 
was saying, “These two nations and 
these two countries shall be mine, and 
we will possess it; whereas,” interjects 
Ezekiel, “whereas the Lord was there” 
(v. 10). e 
The Lord was there, taking note of 
the aggressor’s plotting and scheming. 
It seemed that Edom had but to reach 
forth her hand and seize the coveted 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“For the eyes of the Lord are 
over the righteous, and his ears 
are open unfo their prayers” (1 
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territories, but the Lord was there, 
there watching over His land and 
people. Israel and Judah might be weak, 
and Edom might be strong, the hour 
might seem most favorable for Edom, 
but the ‘Lord was there, and when 
astute men leave God out of account, 
they become fools. 

And God was not only there then, 
He is here now. He is always present 
everywhere. His Kingdom ruleth over 
all. The last word is always with Him. 
Nations and their leaders are never so 
hopelessly wrong as when they forget 
the presence and working of God in 
human history. 

That was Napoleon’s folly. He pro- 
posed to invade Russia and bring its 
Czar under his sway. It is said that 
someone ventured to say of his purpose, 
“Man proposes, but God disposes.” On 
hearing the remark, Napoleon is said:to 
have replied, “I propose and I disposé.” 
But that was to leave God out of his 
reckoning, and it proved fatal. For God 
dealt with Napoleon through one of his 
tiniest, most fragile creations, the snow- 
flake. By the snows of Russia, God de- 
feated the presumptuous Napoleon. 
“Russia shall be mine,” his proud heart 
had said, — whereas the Lord was there. 


And because of God, the Corsican’s. 


proudly conceived invasion came to dis- 


aster and defeat. Emperors, kings, dic- , 


tators, generals, ‘and statesmen are fools 
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when they reckon without the Lord of 
all. 


On her tenth birthday, Princess Eliza- 
beth, heiress to the British throne, re- 
ceived from her mother a gift of 
Butler’s painting, “King of Kings.” 
Central in the picture is our Lord, 
thorn-crowned. In the background is 
Satan, arms over his face as if to blind 
himself to the glorious majesty of 
Christ. Gathered around are one hun- 
dred and fifty-seven of the rulers of the 
nations paying homage with bent knee 
to the King of kings. To give such a 
picture to one who may some day be 
ruler of the British Empire was to 
teach her in her youth that the day will 
come when the princess no less than the 
lowliest of earth will render homage 
to Jesus Christ. It is good when rulers 
recognize His sovereignty. But it is sad 
for any land when its rulers forget 
the presence and rule of God in human 
affairs. 


That forgetfulness is behind the 
tragedy of Italy today. Mussolini, drunk 
with power, forgot God, forgot His 
presence in history, forgot the last word 
is with Him. So, some seven years ago, 
flushed ‘with dreams of empire, Mus- 
solini defied the League of Nations, de- 
fied all moral law, and sent his army 
and air force to seize Ethiopia. The 
great powers were afraid to be firm. 
Sanctions were applied only half- 
heartedly. Weak and ill-armed Ethiopia 
fell before the unjustified onslaught of 
the Fascist dictator. But God was there. 
He was there observing the injustice of 
it all, noting the cruel air raids against 
a defenseless people, and the fiendish 
spraying of poison gas upon the help- 
less Ethiopians. The great powers failed, 
but God was there. And God has worked 
His vengeance. Today, seven years later, 
Italy lies stripped of her empire, and 
Haille Selassie reigns again in Addis 
Ababa. 


Then four years ago France lay pros- 
trate. The Italian dictator thought he 
saw his opportunity again. We all know 
about Italy’s stab in the back at fallen 
France. Doubtless God’s judgment had 
fallen upon France. His judgments have 
been upon all the nations in the con- 
flict of this hour. But that stab in the 
back was not unobserved by God. Ciano 
said, “Such another chance will not 
come to us in 5,000 years. France lies 
low, let us strike,’”— whereas the Lord 
was there, and the last word was with 
Him. And now Italy has collapsed as 
France collapsed. Italy now lies pros- 
trate, a battlefield between Germany 
and the United Nations. God’s justice 
has worked itself out. She who set out 
to build an empire by foul means has 
lost her empire. She who stabbed a 
fallen sister nation is herself fallen 
today. God is on His throne. His king- 
dom ruleth over all. The last word is 
with Him. That is the lesson of Italy’s 
collapse. 
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Here is warning for all who defy 
God Neither nations nor individuals 
may disregard Him and His laws and 
win in the end. Every nation, every 
man, must give an account to God. 
All we are, all we do is open and 
naked unto Him. We may sin and seem 
to get away with it for the time being, 
but the Lord is there. And quietly per- 
haps, slowly perhaps, but certainl¥ and 
suitably God calls the wicked to ac- 
count. His retribution falls. Justice 
speaks at last. That is why men should 
repent. Repentance and amendment of 
life may stay the full reward. of sin. 
Christ’s atonement can prevail for us, 
however dark our record, but we must 
turn from sin to God. We must walk in 
the light, and forsake the ways of dark- 
ness. Otherwise there is no help for 
sinners. At last God catches up with 
evil nations, and with wicked men. 

But there is encouragement here for 
the godly. Sometimes they fall into the 
folly of leaving God out of account, 
but in a way just the reverse of the 
wicked. Evil men, forgetting God, take 
heart to do great wrongs; the godly, 
losing sight of God, may lose heart for 
carrying on for God. It is then they 
need the encouragement of recalling 
that God has the last word. 


The godly leave God out of account 
when they slip into moods of pessi- 
mism. That is a constant temptation. “The 
mills of God grind slowly.” The progress 
of God’s Kingdom is in cycles of revival 
and declension, and when the season is 
one of declension it is depressing for 
Christian people. We get into a fit of 
the blues over the ungodliness we see 
so rampant. And we may be para- 
lyzed into inactivity and prayerlessness 
through discouragement. Then it is we 
need to awaken to the fact that God 
is still on His throne, that His promises 


still hold good, that prayer is still a , 


force, and that the Word is still living 
and powerful, awaiting our believing 
use of it. Never lose sight of God in 
the face of the temporary triumph of 
ungodliness at this or that point in the 
world. Christian pessimism, or rather 
the pessimism of the Christian, is cured 
by remembering that God reigns, and 
the final word is with Him. 

Godly souls leave God out of the 
reckoning too whenever they slip into 
fretting and worry. It may be over a 
host of trivialities in one’s own little 
world. But it is because we have lost 
sight for the time of God and His per- 
fect sufficiency for the little and the 
big things in our life, as well as in the 
larger life of the world He has made. 

Christians are so prone to stew and 
fret inwardly over all sorts of cares they 
ought to cast upon the, Lord, assured 
that He careth for them. At such times 
we need to hear our Lord again as 
He says, “Behold the fowls of the air: 
for they sow not, neither do they reap, 
nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly 
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Father feedeth them. Are ye not much 
better than they?” (Matt. 6:26.) Follow 
our Lord’s suggestion. Let the birds be 
your teacher when you are growing 
forgetful of God and His ability to care 
for you and yours. 
Said the Robin to the Sparrow, 
“I should really like to know 


Why these anxious human beings 
Rush about and worry so?” 


Said the Sparrow to the Robin, 
“Friend, I think that it must be 
That they have no Heavenly Father 
Such as cares for you and me.” 


— Elizabeth Cheney, in The Sunday 
School Times, Nov. 20, 1920. 
No doubt when we get anxious and 
worried, it is because, we have lost 
sight for the time being of our Heavenly 
Father, and are failing to reckon upon 
His care. There are many things to 
darken life’s horizon for all of us these 
days, but let us ever keep God in all 
our calculations. Then, with Paul, we 
shall be able to face the darkest hour 
with the words: 


“*Courage! I believe in God.’ 


And all along the rugged road, > 
I have for Guide the sinner’s Friend, 
Whose love can neither change nor end, 
‘Courage! I believe in God.’” 


— A. H. Cameron. 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Is the Christian Century 
Modermnistic ? 


I have had the impression for years 
that the Christian Century was pre-emi- 
nently modernistic in its sympathies and 
teachings, although I have not read it 
enough to judge for myself. But two of 
Ernest Gordon’s articles in his “Survey” 
in the Trves for April 8 would indicate 
the opposite according to two articles in 
a recent Christian Century. Will you set 
me right? 

Probably other Times readers would be 
gratified to see your answer to this in- 
quiry.—A Michigan reader. 


Mr. Gorpon’s REPLY . 
The Christian Century is, and has 
been since it began publishing, the 
mouthpiece of Modernism. The Moabite 
Stone speaks of two Jewish arels done 
to death by King Mesha, follower of 
Chemosh. Arels were champions stand- 
ing out, Goliath-like, in front of armies 
and making uncomplimentary remarks 
about their opponents. This is a role 
the Christian Century has long played. 
It has played it exceeding well. No 
religious paper in the United States is 
more capably edited. At times it hag 
made exceptional hits as when its man- 
aging editor, Mr. Hutchinson, summar- 
ized the reports of the Munitions In- 
quiry. It is widely read by ministers 
of all denominations. 


My criticism of it would be that, in 
(Continued on page 589) 
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The Beast and the False Prophet—Il 


Or satanic counterfeits of the marks of the true Church 


By STEPHEN E. SLOCUM, Ph.D. : 


first assault of the prince of this 
world on the apostolic church was 
personalized in the Emperor Nero. 
The Roman historian Tacitus records the 
satanic persecutions that threatened to 
crush out the new faith. Everyone has 
heard of the martyrs who were 
drenched with tar and turned into blaz- 
ing torches to illuminate Nero’s gardens. 
Others were sewed up in the skins of 
animals and thrown to wild dogs to 
be torn asunder; still others were cruci- 
fied, boiled in oil, ripped open, be- 
headed, burned at the stake, harried 
into the catacombs ‘to mingle with the 
dead. It seemed but a small thing to 
crush this little band of peaceful men 
with the iron grip of Rome. Many, in- 
deed, recanted in the face of torture, 
but there was much wheat still left 
when this chaff had been sifted out. 
Although harried to the death, those 
who bore the cross and shared the fel- 
lowship of Christ’s sufferings grew in 
numbers and spread throughout the 
empire until it became a proverb that 
the blood of the martyrs is the seed of 
the church. During the three centuries 
from Nero to Diocletian the church 
survived ten persecutions, and its mis- 
sionaries carried the cross to all parts 
of the Roman world, until this symbol 
of their sufferings and their faithful- 
ness also became the emblem of their 
victory over the prince of this world. 


From Persecution to Patronage 


There are epochs in history when the 
course of events suddenly changes direc- 
tion. In sacred history these are called 
dispensations. Thus the flood wiped the 
slate clean and brought in a new era; 
likewise the giving of the Ten Com- 
mandments established the reign of law; 
while the dispensation of the cross 
superseded law by grace, under which 
man rests until Christ cbmes again. The 
final Book of the Bible, the Revelation 
of St. John, also presents the seven 
ehurches of Asia as types of the Church 
through the ages, which serve as pro- 
phetic landmarks of church history. 
When secular history turns the corner, 
there is also a reason for it. 

From persecution of the church, the 
prince of this world suddenly turned to 
patronage, a far more subtle weapon, 
and one with which he has continued to 
work havoc down to the present day. 
This new attack was personalized in 
Constantine, a world ruler like those 
in whom he was visioned by Ezekiel 
and Isaiah. The occasion was a contest 
between two aspirants for the empire, 
Maxentius and Constantine, both pagans. 
Maxentius, as usual in his day, prepared 


In this second article of his series 
of three, Dr. Slocum traces the 
papacy back to its heathen origin, 
and draws striking contrasts between 
the true Church, which was once 
called the “Lily among thorns,” and 
the gigantic organization set up by 
the Adversary. His third and con- 
cluding article will be published 
next week. 








his hosts for battle with pagan rites; 
but Constantine had a dream, or vision, 
of a flaming cross emblazoned with the 
motto, “In hoc signo vinces”! As pontifex 
maximus of a pagan cult he had a 
superstitious veneration for omens; also 
he had the political astuteness to ob- 
serve that Christianity had become a 
force that might be used to advantage. 
Therefore he gave heed to the omen in 
the sky, and emblazoned a cross on 
the shields of his troops, and under this 
standard won a notable victory over 
his rival in the battle of Milvian Bridge, 
A.D. 312. This victory confirmed Con- 
stantine in the belief that the omen 
in the sky was a good augury, and he 
immediately took the Christians under 
imperial patronage. The same motive of 
political uniformity that made Diocle- 
tian the persecutor of the Christians 
now served to make Constantine thefr 
patron. Although history has awarded 
Constantine the crown of first Christian 
emperor, it should be first emperor of 
Christians, for he never resigned his 
office of pontifex maximus, and he com- 
mitted such unchristian acts as execut- 
ing his young nephew for political 
security, and killing his own _ son, 
Crispus, in a fit of passion. It was not 
until he saw. death approaching that he 
received Christian baptism and thereby 
qualified for canonization by the Greek 
Church. By this union of Church and 
State under imperial patronage, the 
church now triumphed over paganism, 
not by its rightful method of conversion 
through missionary effort, but by the 
forcible coercion of political agencies; 
and thereby the stream of living water 
that flowed from the Cross began to 
be corrupted at its source. 

It seems necessary to pause here 
to define the Church as ordained by 
God and instituted by Jesus Christ, 
as many Christians have a- very hazy 
idea of what it connotes, and non- 
Christians are completely mystified by 
it. The definition is very brief: Chris- 
tianity is the living Christ; the Church 
is Christ in His saints. The true Church 
is not the visible instfeution to which 
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the world applies the term, but a 
spiritual fellowship such as Jude defines 
as the body of believers who are “sanc- 
tified by God the Father, and preserved 
in Jesus Christ, and called.” The word 
“called” is the term that Jesus used to 
define His Church, when He instituted 
it with the words, “On this rock I will 
build my ecclesia,’ my “called out” 
disciples; the meaning of ecclesia now 
being concealed by translating it 
“church.” No one can join this Church; 
its members are reborn into it. Everyone 
enters this Church by the same door, 
which is Christ, and their sole creden- 
tials are that they are “accepted in the 
beloved.” 

There is a vital distinction between 
this Church, which Christ has called 
out from the world to be- His Bride, and 
the institution that men have invested 
with temporal authority and call the 
church, in which the wheat and the 
tares grow together until the harvest. 
A soul is either reborn or it is not 
reborn; there is no such thing as being 
partly reborn and standing with one 
foot in Heaven and the other on the 
earth. There is no compromise with 
Christ. When He said, “Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon,” He was not giving 
a command but stating an inviolable 
principle. Neither was Jesus manifested 
to become a social reformer. If he was 
only a great Example, as so often 
preached today, then Christianity is 
merely good advice and the Cross of 
none effect. The activity of men, how- 
ever zealous of good works, is no sub- 
stitute for the grace of God. Therefore 
the flaming cross in the sky, which Con- 
stantine exploited to win temporal 
power, was a false beacon set up by 
Satan to lure the church to self-destruc- 
tion on the reefs and shoals of worldly 
ambition. 


Cyprian’s Doctrine of Priestly Caste 

The externalizing view of the church 
as being a corporate body as well as a 
spiritual fellowship originated with 
Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, in the 
middle of the third century. Cyprian 
held that the brotherhood of bishops 
was vested with apostolic authority and 
formed a priestly caste, a doctrine in 
direct violation of the teaching of the 
New Testament concerning thé uni- 
versal priesthood of believers. This 
priestly order he regarded as mediating 
between God and man, and the only 
direct channel of heavenly grace. In 
these doctrines he not only denied the 
plain teaching of the New Testament, 
but substituted human agencies for 
God’s grace, and paved the way for 
exploiting the cross while denying its 
power. 

The prince of this world had a 
his plan of attack on the church, an 
it only remained to concentrate eccle- - 
siastical authority in one person to con- . 
summate his sacrilegious ambition to be 


like the most High. This, in fact, soon 
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followed as the result of. the merging 
of chureh and state which began with 
Constantine. 

The first historic incident was the 
sack of Rome by Alaric the Goth in 
A.D. 410. Previous to this event, the 
brotherhood of bishops throughout the 
empire were all of equal authority, and 
were all called Papa, or Father. This 
political crisis, however, disrupted the 
civil authority, and the Bishop of 
Rome, Innocent I, became the civil 
leader, which greatly enhanced his 
prestige, and two years later he ad- 
vanced his claim to pre-eminence 
among the bishops of the west. 

A generation later Attila the Hun 
ravaged Europe, and an imperial em- 
bassy headed by Leo I, then Bishop 
of Rome, induced him to withdraw by 
payment of a ransom. By these political 
measures the office of Bishop of Rome 
gained power, until by A.D. 500 the 
title of Papa, or Pope, was restricted 
by common consent to the Bishop of 
Rome. 

The final step in investing this office 
with authority was taken in A.D. 590 
when Gregory the Great was officially 
elevated to the status of Pope, and 
thereby became the father of medieval 
papacy. In him Satan had at last per- 
sonalized his ambition to be like the 
most High! 


Three Foundation Stones Undermined 


In every age since Calvary, God has 
preserved His witness in the true 
Church, which in later centuries of 
persecution under the Inquisjtion in the 
Netherlands came to be known as the 
“Lily among thorns.” But under the 
guise of patronage at the hand of Con- 
stantine, the Adversary began to corrupt 
the church of the martyrs by admitting 
careless multitudes into its member- 
ship, ambitious partisans into its min- 
istry, and idolatry into its worship. The 
visible evidence of this apostasy was 
the wide divergence in precepts and 
practice of the organized church from 
the pure Word of the cross. 

A simple comparison of God’s Word 
with the dictum of the church will 
serve to emphasize the glaring dis- 
crepancies. First and foremost, the 
Gospel proclaims that salvation is by 
grace through faith, by rebirth from 
above, and not by the will of man. 
Over against this door of salvation by 
grace, the Adversary set up the door 
of the church which can only be opened 
with the keys of St. Peter at the will 
of a human custodian. Here are the 
plain marks of Satan’s ambition to be 
like the most High. Again, the Holy 
Spirit affirms in clear and unmistakable 
language that “there is one God, and 
one mediator between God and men, 
he man Christ Jesus.” In opposition, 
or perhaps it would be more correct to 
say competition, to this divine media- 
tion the church set up a _ sacerdotal 
order, vested with authority to receive 
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confession and forgive sin, and grant 
indulgences to commit sin deliberately 
in return for certain material considera- 
tions; likewise emasculating prayer by 
deflecting it to the Virgin Mary and 
a host of canonized saints set up as 
icons by the church. Here again are 
the marks of Satan’s ambitious boast. 
The third foundation stone on which 
the whole council of God rests is the 
vicarious sacrifice of Christ whereby he 
died once for all! Over against this vital 
doctrine which is the heart of God’s plan 
of redemption, the Adversary set up 
the sacrilegious ordinance of the Mass, 
whereby the priest crucifies Christ 
afresh each time it is celebrated. Like 
the crucifix with its dead Christ, the 
Mass keeps Christ forever on the cross 
as a perpetual sacrifice. To invest this 
sacrilegious ordinance with ecclesias- 
tical authority, the Tridentine Canon, 
confirmed by Pope Pius IV, fulminates 
that “If any man shall say that in the 
Mass there is not offered to God a true 
and proper sacrifice, let him be ac- 
cursed!” and in this malediction reveals 
its source. 


There are many other points of op- 
position, such as Christ’s promise of 
Paradise to the thief on the cross and 
its negation in the doctrine of purga- 
tory, which is entirely of human inven- 
tion and has no shred of authority in 
the Word; or again, contrast the Lord’s 
Prayer which rests on Christ’s authority, 
with Mariolatry which is pure pagan- 
ism. As a final contrast contemplate the 
simplicity of the Nazarene in His seam- 
less robe, surrounded by His little group 
of humble disciples, and over against 
this picture note the pomp and circum- 
stance of the papal establishment, sit- 
ting as vicegerent of God on.its seven 
hills, and mocking the splendor of the 
most High with Pope and cardinal and 
priest and acolyte, attired in all the 
ecclesiastical regalia of alb and scapular, 
miter and crosier, cassock and stole, 
swinging censer and dangling rosary, 
and elevating the Host, by which act 
the priesthood claim the power to open 
Christ’s wounds afresh. 


The Hollow Pretense of the Crusades 


The outstanding feature of the 
Middle Ages was the Crusades. The 
Adversary who had failed to stamp out 
the Word of the cross by brute force, 
and had resorted to patronage to muddy 
the pure stream of living water, now 
set out to exploit the cross for worldly 
ends. The ostensible purpose of the 
Crusades was the recovery of the Holy 
Sepulcher and other sacred shrines of 
Palestine from the Moslems, but the 
hollowness of this pretense is apparent 
in the fact that the Crusaders venerated 
the relics of Christ instead of His person. 
They sought possession of an empty 
tomb but mocked its power, for they 
flaunted the cross on the sleeves of 
callous and profane men-at-arms 30 that 
the symbol of Christ’s sufferings became 


August 19, 1944 


the badge of worldly conquest and mer- 
cenary ambition. 

For nearly two centuries, from 1096 
to 1270, the Crusades formed the center 
of world activity. It was a popular 
movement, for the Crusades enhanced 
the temporal power~of the Church and 
multiplied its landed wealth by the 
acquirement of landed estates, sold by 
knight and squire to finance the pur- 
chase of military equipment. The lust of 
fighting men for adventure in distant 
lands drew knighthood to its standards, 
while merchants profited as in all wars 
from the great traffic in men and sup- 
plies. Criminals and debtors obtained 
their freedom as well as absolution for 
their misdeeds by attaching a cross to 
their shoulders, and added the dregs 
of humanity to the motley throng which 
poured out of Europe on its mercenary 
venture. In vivid contrast, the paladins 
of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, are men 
rich in faith but poor in spirit, for theirs 
is the Kingdom of Heaven. By the same 
token those whom the prince of this 
world chooses to lead his hosts are: men 
of pride and ambition, whose names are 
among those the world counts great. 
The nature of the Crusades, whether 
of God or,man, is thus revealed in its 
leadership: Godfrey of Bouillon, St. 
Louis of France, Richard Coeur de 
Lion, Baldwin of Flanders, Emperor 
Frederick II—the flower of medieval 
knighthood, which glorified physical 
combat and the pride of life. 


Branded with the Mark of the Beast 


The net result of two centuries of 
conflict was some minor victories won 
at great cost. But the Adversary had 
achieved his purpose in molding the 
church in his image, for the infidelity 
and licentiousness of the priesthood had 
become notorious, moral laxity was uni- 
versal, and the increase in the sale of 
absolution and indulgences, in Mari- 
olatry, and in the veneration of relics 
had impressed the mark of the beast on 
the whole ecclesiastical structure. 


At the opening of the thirteenth cen- 
tury the papacy reached the apex of its 
temporal power. Whether it was the 
work of God or man was now about to 
be revealed by the use it made of its 
power. It seems that the Adversary must 
have his tongue in his cheek when he 
chooses names. At all events it must 
have been with sardonic irony that he 
chose a Pope named Innocent III to 
establish the agency misnamed the Holy 
Office, which became the instrument 
of persecution known as the Inquisition. 
Under the pious pretense of stamping 


‘out heresy, the Inquisition terrorized 


all lands under church jurisdiction with 
its inhuman cruelties. The operation of 
the Holy Office was committed to the 
most fanatical of the monastic orders, 
the Dominicans and Franciscans. Its 
authority extended to all countries 
(Continued on page 588) 
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Global and Gospel Warfare 


A challenge to seize post-war opportunities in Russia 
By F. J. MILES, D.S.O., D.D, 


‘E ALL face a war conditioned 
: by time: Christians are challenged 
to carry on warfare characterized by 
eternal issues! Our troops have gone 
into some foreign lands. Christian 
soldiers are sent by their Commander- 
in-Chief “into all the world.” 


As in others this present global war. 


tends to make strong and good men 
better, and weak and’ wayward men 
worse. Shall we so learn its lessons 
that we Christians may wage a better 
warfare? Would the world war be com- 
pensated for if the English-speaking 
people had their thinking ‘and acting 
in terms of the universal and timeless 
warfare revolutionized? We all profess 
to believe in the mandate of the King 
of kings from His hillside throne, “Go 
ye therefore, and make disciples of all 
the nations.” “As ye -go, preach.” But 
are we adequately living out what we 
have learned? Can we learn anything 
from global war that will challenge, 
inspire, and activate us for and in the 
greater campaign? 

World War II caught us napping. We 
were utterly unprepared to be plunged 
into a global war. 

Has not the Church also been slumber- 
ing in her self-content and self-com- 
placency? Has she not mistakenly 
thought that in seeking her own edifica- 
tion she was playing her part in exten- 
sion, not realizing that she was : failing 
to do this latter as effectively and effi- 
ciently as she should be in the light of 
the “all power” command of her Com- 
mander-in-Chief? 

War is always characterized by 
change. Do we need to dwell on this at 
any length? Global war has challenged 
and changed life on almost every plane. 
For the actual soldier it has transformed 
the ordinary methods of peacetime into 
the stepped-up, intensified, and accele- 
rated activities of actual war. Is the 
Church being challenged to thinking, 
praying, and preparing for an accele- 
rated activity along her line of warfare? 

Everything in industry, agriculture, 
and legislature has been geared up by 
the staggering global challenge to an 
overwhelmingly nation-wide effort to 
supply the needs of an army at war; 
while the Church has comfortably and 
complacently meandered along in sec- 
ond gear in general, while in particular 
some of its passengers have been putting 
on the brakes. 

The world has made every sacrifice 
called for to meet the demands of total 
war. The Church has curtailed some of 
her services of worship and “weakly” 
activities at home and consequently 
weakened and reduced her efforts and 


enterprise abroad. “My brethren, these 
things ought not so to be.” 

The war is challenging every indi- 
vidual in the nation to extend every 
effort in carrying global war to the only 
conclusion we can be satisfied with. 
Many of our Church leaders are con- 
ferring on peace plans, on how we shall 
“feed and lead the world,” rather than 
challenging Christians to the construc- 
tive carrying out of the campaign today, 
and to ‘preparation,—providing the 
men and means now for an acceleration 
of missionary activities following the 
armistice. 

My friend, Dr. Robert H. Glover, has 
given us excellent general guidance in 
preparation for postwar advance, so I 
particularize. 

Take Russia as an illustration. The 
Soviet Government has not changed its 
constitution, nor has a single law in 
relation to religious propaganda been 
relaxed. But the presidium has had to 
face facts. Deciding to revert to the 
seven-day week and one nation-wide 
day of rest, they restored Sunday to 
the people. Emilyan Yaroslavsky, leader 
of Bezboznik (“the godless”) protested. 
He asked that either Wednesday or 
Friday be appointed. He claimed that 
giving Sunday would be regarded as a 
religious gesture and so diametrically 
opposed to the Communist program, for 
“bolshevizing the universe.” Stalin and 
Co. replied that the provision of any 
other day was a practical impossibility 
because in the far-flung agricultural 
provinces the people, while sending in 
their returns on the Government 5- 
and 6-day week forms, had never ceased 
to rest on Sunday. Their priests had 
worked as laborers on the collective 
farms during the week and had con- 
ducted public worship on Sundays. 

In 1937 a census was taken which 
included a_ religious question. The 
answers were not published. At the next 





Dr. Miles retired from the stated 
ministry fifteén years ago. He was 
a Senior Chaplain with the Aus- 
tralians in World War I, and claims 
that he was “re-tired” to run on mis- 
sionary journeys. As the International 
Secretary of the Russian Missionary 
Society which has conducted for 
many years an evangelical ministry 
among 233 million Russians, he has 
traveled extensively and continuously 
among them, both in and out of the 
U.S.S.R. He edits the Society’s 
monthly magazines in Russian, Polish, 
Latvian, Dutch, German, and French. 
A copy of “The Friend of Russians” 
will be sent free on application to 
him wy 1844 W. Monroe St., Chicago 
12, Til. 
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census the question was omitted. Can 
we miss the significance of this? 

Censors discovered‘ that Russian 
soldiers writing home freely used re- 
ligious expressions in their letters. 
Resultant inquiries elicited the fact that 
Russian civilian representatives in lands 
outside the Soviet Union were attending 
and supporting churches. Lunarcharsky, 
late Commissar of Education, said, “Re- 
ligion is like a nail. The more you hit 
it on the head, the more you drive it 
home.” Yaroslavsky stated in open con- 
ference that after over 20 years of the 
most intense antagonism religion had 
ever known, two-thirds of the people 
in the provinces and one-third in the 
urban areas of Russia were still deeply 
religious. So the presidium permitted 
the Greek Orthodox Synod to meet and 
elect a Patriarch, the Mohammedans to 
hold a Conference, and the Baptists to 
communicate with their British brethren 
for the first time in thirteen years. Was 
this only an accommodation to condi- 
tions and a means used to induce 
“Stundists,” who have always refused 
to bear arms, to participate in an all- 
out world, war? Or does it mean that 
these concessions and compromises 
without change of constitution suggest 
that the Soviet Government will find 
a way to “save face” in common council 
at the close of the war and restore 
religious liberty to its people? Un- 
doubtedly the latter is true! 

What a challenge to the church to 
provide a trained army of Russian evan- 


.gelists for the after-armistice advance 


to which it is challenged. The Russian 
Missionary Society has accepted this 
challenge. It is raising a reserve fund 
of $50,000 to enable it to respond to it. 
Probably every Russian evangelist we 
have on the Russian borders, frdm the 
Baltic to the Balkans, will be rushed 
into Russia. In Poland alone, we have 
56 fully paid workers, and over 200 
whole-time voluntary and honorary 
preachers. They serve 520 preaching sta- 
tions, which center around 57 churches, 
and 37 of these meeting in our own 
prayer halls. These latter men tilled a 
little soil and lived on the produce 
they raised. These and their like can 
carry on in the Baltic States while the 
Russian evangelists we have trained 
are released to reach the Russian front. 

Undoubtedly we shall reopen our 
Bible Training School in Warsaw. I 
hope such men as Moses Gitlin, the 
finest Hebrew Christian who served us 
in Poland, and Andreas Myczka, who 
was pastor of our Russian churches in 
Riga and Warsaw, and is now minister 
of the largest Russian Baptist Church 
on this continent (at Detroit), will go 
back to Poland to train Russians in 
Russian for this paramount work on 
the Russian field. Meantime, under the 
leadership of Drs. W. B. Riley and 
Vacla Vojta, the Northwestern Theo- - 
logical Seminary and Bible Training. 


(Continued on page 588) 
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LESSON 10. SEPTEMBER 3. SAUL REJECTED 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Samuel 13, 15, and 31; printed text, 15:10-23 
Golden Text.—Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being king.—1 Sam. 15:23 


Kine James Version 

1 Sam. 15:10 Then came the word of the Lorp unto Samuel, 
saying, 

11 It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king: for 
he is turned back from following me, and hath not performed 
my commandments. And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto 
the Lorp all night. 

12 And when Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning, 
it was told Samuel, saying, Saul came to Carmel, and, behold, 
he set him up a place, and is gone about, and passed on, and 
gone down to Gilgal. - 

13 And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said unto him, Blessed 
be thou of the Lorp: I have performed the commandment of the 
Lorp. 

14 And Samuel said, What meaneth then this bleating of the 
sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear? 

15 And Saul said, They have brought them from the Amalek- 
ites: for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the 
oxen, to sacrifice unto the Lorn thy God; and the rest we have 
utterly destroyed. 

16 Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee what 
the Lorp hath said to me this night. And he said unto him, 
Say on. 

17 And Samuel said, When thou wast little in thine own sight, 


wast thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the Loap 
anointed thee king over Israel? 

18 And the Lorp t thee on a journey, and said, Go and 
utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against 
them until they be consumed. 

19 Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the Lorn, 
but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst evil in the sight of the Lorp? 

20 And Saui said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice 
of the Lorp, and have gone the way which the Lorp sent me, 
and have vrought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly 
destroyed the Amalekites. 

21 But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief 
of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to 
sacrifice unto the Lorp thy God in Gilgal. 

22 And Samuel said, Hath the Lorp as great delight in burnt- 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lorp? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the 
fat of rams. 

23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness 
is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word 
of the Lorp, he hath also rejected thee from being king. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copny- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 
O THE Galatians, St. Paul wrote, 
“Ye did run well; who did hinder 
you?” (Gal. 5:7.) One might have 
asked the same question of King Saul, 
who began well, but ended badly. The 
root of his failure was unjudged self- 
confidence and an envious spirit, which 
were-not manifested at first, but soon 
became evident as he continued his 
reign. His self-will was first evidenced 
at Gilgal, where the armies of Israel 
were gathered together to repel a 
threatened attack of the Philistines, and 
were waiting for Samuel to come and 
offer a sacrifice to the Lord on their be- 
half. Because of what seemed like delay, 
Saul presumed to take the priestly place 
and offer the burnt-offering himself, 
later attempting to justify his disobedi- 
ence to the word of God by blaming his 
action upon the restlessness of the people 
(1 Sam, 13:8-12). Because of this, Samuel 
predicted that the kingdom would be 
rent from Saul, and a man after God’s 
own heart found to rule over Israel (v. 
14). From this time on, Saul seems to 
have been haunted by the fear that a 
rival might appear at any time, and he 
soon sensed the fact that David was the 
one appointed of God to supersede him. 
In chapter 15 we see another instance of 
disobedience, in that he failed to carry 
out fully the sentence against Amalek, 
Israel’s ancient enemy. Again Samuel 
declared God was about to set him aside 
because of his willfulness. 
The rest of his history is a sad record 
of constant declension, ever sinking 
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lower’ and lower until the fatal day 
when, after seeking help from a witch, 
he fell on mount Gilboa and his body 
was dishonored by the haughty Philis- 
tine foes. 


The Historical Setting 


Saul, the son of Kish, Israel’s first 
king, reigned for forty years. He was 
chosen of God for this office, presented 
by Samuel, and acclaimed by the people. 
He came of lowly stock, his father being 
a farmer of the tribe of Benjamin. His 
early days as ruler over the nation 
seemed to augur a reign of wisdom and 
ability, but he soon deteriorated, and his 
later years were marked by disobedi- 
ence to God and the disaffection of 
many of his subjects. 


Verse by Verse 


1 Sam. 15:10.—“The word of the Lord 
came unto Samuel.” This was direct in- 
spiration. The Spirit of God so con- 
trolled the mind and heart of the 
prophet that he spoke with divine 
authority. 

Verse 11.—“It repenteth me that I have 
set up Saul to be king.” . This is what 
theologians call an anthropomorphism: 
God speaking as though He were a man. 
To repent is to change the mind, or, 
preferably, to reverse one’s attitude. 
God, who had hitherto upheld and hon- 
ored Saul, was now about to take a 
different attitude toward him, because 
of his failure to do His commandments. 
This “grieved Samuel,” who had learned 
to esteem Saul very highly, so that “he 
cried unto the Lord all night.” In ear- 
nest prayer he pleaded for the man 
whom God had rejected, but prayer was 
too late. Saul had sinned unto death 


a 


(1 John 5:16). God’s righteous govern- 
ment had to be maintained as a warn- 
ing to others and as punishment to Saul 
for his arrogance and disobedience. 
Verse 12.—“‘Samuel rose early to meet 
Saul in the morning.” With a deeply 


exercised heart, the aged prophet could . 


not sleep, but awakened early, only to 
find that Saul, in easygoing self-assur- 
ance had “passed on, and gone down to 
Gilgal.” The sacred memories of that 
place of self-judgment apparently meant 
nothing to him. He had gone there to 
celebrate his victory over the Amale- 
kites, as though everything was right 
between his soul and God. 

Verse 13.—“Saul said . . . Blessed be 
thou of the Lord: I have performed the 
commandment of the Lord.” They were 
fair words with a very pious sound, but 
they came from a heart that had nevér 
learned the meaning of true subjection 
to God. 

Verse 14—“What meaneth then this 
bleating of the sheep .. . and the lowing 
of the oxen which I hear?” God had 
commanded that the Amalekites and all 
their possessions be completely de- 
stroyed. Saul and the people had spared 
both Agag, their king, and the best of 
the flocks and herds, whose cries stirred 
the indignation of Samuel as he realized 
the hollowness of Saul’s profession of 
obedience (v. 9). 


Verse 15.—“The people spared the best 
of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice 
unto the Lord.” What lack of transpar- 
ency of character have we here! Saul 
sought to shift the blame for failure to 
perform the word of the Lord onto the 
people, thus endeavoring to shield him- 
self; and then he tried to cover x all 
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with a cloak of piety, pretending that 
their one reason for taking-over the 
flocks and herds was that they might 
offer them up in sacrifice to God. 


Verse -16.—“Samuel said, .. . Stay, I 
will tell thee what the Lord hath said 
to.me.this night.” It must have been 
with a heavy heart indeed that Samuel 
prepared to make known to the king, 
whom he had anointed and presented to 
Israel, the sentence of dismissal and re- 
jection. 

Verse 17.—“When thou wast little in 
thine own sight ... the Lord anointed 
thee king over Israel.” Recalling those 
first days of their acquaintance, when 
Saul gave promise of a successful career 
because of his lowliness and modesty, 
Samuel proceeded to show how Saul had 
drifted from that which then character- 
ized him, so that now God could no 
longer favor him, and own him as His 
chosen ruler over His people. 


Verse 18.—“‘The Lord ... said, Go and 
utterly destroy the sinners the Amale- 
kites.” This people’s doom, had been de- 
creed centuries before (Exod. 17:16). 
They were the first enemies Israel en- 
countered upon coming out of Egypt 
(Exod. 17:8), and had been relentless in 
their opposition to God and His people 
throughout the years since. Now, Saul 
was commissioned to make a full end of 
them because of their cruel opposition 
to Israel. As the Moral Governor of the 
Universe, God had decided that they 
must be destroyed, and Saul was desig- 
nated as the instrument to carry out the 
will of the Lord regarding them. 


Verse 19.—“Wherefore then didst thou 
not obey the voice of the Lord?” There 
cculd be no excuse for appropriating the 
sheep and cattle for themselves, and so 
ignoring the command to exterminate 
completely these evil people and all that 
they had. _ 


Verse 20.—“Saul said .. . Yea, I have 
obeyed the voice of the Lord.” Protest- 
ing that he had acted according to his 
instructions, even while he acknowl- 
edged he had saved King Agag alive, 
Saul endeavored to argue the matter 
with Samuel and to justify himself, re- 
fusing to acknowledge failure or dis- 
obedience. 


Verse 21—*The people took of the 
spoil .. . to sacrifice unto the Lord thy 
God.” Once more the wretched man at- 
tempted to put whatever wrong was in- 
volved in partial obedience,. upon the 
people, while protesting that it was with 
the best of motives they had spared the 
flocks and herds, contrary to the positive 
command of the Lord. He declared 
again that they intended to offer them 
upon the altar of sacrifice to Jehovah. 

Verse 22.—“Hath the Lord as great de- 
light in . . . sacrifices, as in obeying the 
voice of the Lord?” Samuel was not 
denying the importance. of burnt-offer- 
ings and sacrifices in their proper place, 
but no ritualistic service that man can 
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Last Week’s “Lesson 
9. August 27.—Israel’s First King. 
i Samuel 9, 10, and 11 


Next Week’s Lesson 


11. September 10.—David Anointed King. 
1 Samuel 16:1-5, 11-18 
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offer to God will take the place of obedi- 
ence to His Word. Samuel enunciated 
a great truth when he declared, “To 
obey is better than sacrifice,” something 
we all need to remember. 

Verse 23.—“‘Rebellion is as the sin of 
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as in- 
iquity and idolatry.” Witchcraft in- 
cludes all manner of sorcery and nec- 
romancy, which God had forbidden 
(Deut. 18:9-12). These unholy practices 
were closely linked with the idolatry of 
the heathen nations, who dwelt in 
Canaan before Israel came out of Egypt. 
God had sternly forbidden them. Re- 
bellion and stubbornness were just as 
evil in His sight. Because of Saul’s atti- 
tude in rejecting “the word of the Lord,” 
he was rejected “from being king” over 
Israel, although years were to go by be- 
fore he was set aside completely. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


A good start means much in any walk 
of life, but it is perseverance in the way 
of righteousness that proves one is really 
in earnest. How often in the New Tes- 
tament we have the little word “if” in 
connection with Christian - profession: 
“If ye continue” (Col. 1:23); “If ye keep 
in memory” (1 Cor. 15:2); “If we hold 
fast” (Heb. 3:6); “If we walk in the 
light” (1 John 1:7). To these many more 
might be added, all of which are in- 
tended to teach us that continuance in 
welldoing is the manifest proof of the 
reality of our profession. The story of 
King Saul should speak loudly to all 
who profess allegiance to Christ, warn- 
ing us against mere lip service and a 
partial obedience, and emphasizing the 
importance of wholehearted devotion to 
Christ, so that, like Paul, we may finish 
our course with joy (Acts 20:24; 2 Tim. 
4:7). 


A Lesson Outline 
THE DowNnwarp Roap 

Lethargy (1 Sam. 13:1-7) 
Fleshly activity (vs. 8-10) 
Unscriptural legality (chap. 14:24) 
Partial obedience only (chap. 15:1-9) 
Self-justification (vs. 13, 20, 21) 
The spirit of jealousy (chap. 18:8, 11) 
Consulting a witch (chap. 28:7-25) 
The sad end (chap. 31:4, 6) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Sacrifice vs. Obedience. It was never 
God’s thought that ritual or liturgical 
rites or ceremonies of any kind should 
make up for lack of heart-devotion to 
Himself. The sacrifices and offerings of 
the law only had value when presented 
in faith by a penitent, self-judged peo- 
ple. Obedience was the evidence that 
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His authority was owned ana recog- 
nized. It is just as true today as in a 
past dispensation, that God looks for 
subjection to His Word on the part of 
those who profess allegiance to His 
name. 


Applications and Summaries 


When Samuel did not come -at. the 
time Saul expected him, the latter fool- 
ishly “forced himself” to take a priestly 
place, forgetting that God is not to be 
hurried, nor will man’s fleshly zeal fur- 
ther His purpose. 

Amalek, descended from the grandson 
of Esau (the man after the flesh), typi- 
fies those fleshly lusts which war against 
the soul (1 Pet. 2:11). With these, there 
can be no compromise if we would honor 
God in our lives. They must be abso- 
lutely put to death (Col. 3:4-10). 

Saul would have spared Agag had not 
Samuel interfered. Evidently, some of 
his family were spared, for centuries 
afterwards it was Haman, the Agagite, 
who nearly succeeded in putting into 
effect an infamous program that would 
have destroyed all Israel. (See the Book 
of Esther.) 

Curcaco. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


did God choose Saul to be Israel’s 

king, knowing he would be a failure? 

2. What was Saul’s first outstanding 
failure? 


3. Why did God command that the Amale- 
kites should be exterminated? 


4. Of what is Amalek a type? 


5. Why was Samuel so grieved at God's 
rejection of Saul? 


6. Why were the Kenites spared? 


7. Is compromise with sin in the flesh ever 
permissible? 

8. How may a Christian leader know that 
he is in the will of God? 


(Answers on page 587) 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Hearts and Heads—The Lord hath 
sought him a man after his own heart 
(1 Sam. 13:14). The period of history 
between last Sunday’s lesson and that 
of today is one of the most attractive in 
all literature. Every page is full of ac- 
tion and drama. There is that young 
red-headed shepherd sharpshooter, who 
could sing and shoot, in whose hands 
the harp and the sling were perfect in- 
struments. The babbling brook with its 
pebbles was David’s “cartridge belt’; 
and the giant Goliath “bit the dust.” 

Long before I became an active Chris- 
tian I was thrilled by the narrative, and 
in my college days I was inspired by 
the perfect English of it. “The Bible, 
considered merely as a literary work, 
is the greatest of books” was debated in 


our college literary societies, and always ~ 


decided in “the affirmative.” 
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When we read this history of the first 
kingdom of Israel we do not wonder 
that God fell in love with David and 
found in him “a man after his own 
heart.” How can anyone come into a 
more blessed state than that of being a 
man (or a woman) after God’s own 
heart. We may not be able to twang the 
harp and sing the Psalms or shoot the 
gun (sling), but we can say as we kneel 
before God, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, 
and I am for thy good pleasure.” (Rev. 
4:11.) 

In a former lesson I referred to Presi- 
dent Wilson dismissing his Secretary of 
State, Mr. Lansing, because Mr. Lansing 
did not agree with the Wilson policies. 
Mr. Wilson wanted in that important 
office “a man after his own heart.” But 
Mr. Wilson did not put it in the Scrip- 
tural phrase. He said, “I want a man 
whose mind runs parallel with mine.” 
There is all the difference in the 
world between the two expressions. Per- 
haps if Mr. Wilson had selected men 
after his own heart-affection instead of 
brains, he might not have suffered the 
disappointment that broke his health. 


The Two Kings.—I hdve seen a son of 
Jesse ... cunning in playing, and a 
mighty valiant man, and a man of war, 
and prudent in matters, and a comely 
person, and the Lord is with him (chap. 
16:18). This is Saul’s servant’s thumb- 
nail picture of David in his report to 
that king. If I were a preacher, right 
here I would find subjects for sermons. 
“Cunning in Playing,” “Mighty Valiant,” 
“Man of War,” “Prudent in Matters,” 
“Comely Person” (good looking), “God 
with Him.” 

In chapter 9:2, we are given a pen pic- 
ture of Saul. He was a “choice young 
man” and “goodly”—‘“none goodlier” 
physically. None “higher than any of 
the people.” 

Here we have two types. As you read 
the fast-moving story it will be inter- 
esting to notice how the big fellow made 
a mess of his career, and the little fellow 
rose to be in his place. 

Saul’s officer who described David put 
as the crowning, touch, “The Lord is 
with him.” Over against this put 1 Sam- 
uel 15:23: “Rebellion is as the sin of 
witchcraft and stubbornness is as in- 
iquity and idolatry. Because thou hast 
rejected the word of the Lord, he hath 
also rejected thee.” 

It is the hope of this Corner that all 
the readers will get this important 
teaching, and profit by it. David was no 
paragon of perfection, as all Bible read- 
ers know, but David was not stubborn 
and rebellious. When the Devil was able 
to knock him down he did not lie there 
with explanations and apologies. Listen 
to David in the 5lst Psalm. Of course 
Saul was no poet to put a confession in 
musical meters, but Saul tried to blame 
his disobedience on other men when 
God through Samuel took him to task 
(1 Sam. 15:15.) 
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Uncle Jake Kindleberger, the paper 
maker of Kalamazoo, Mich., used to have 
hanging on his office wall a card with 
this motto: “Do not be discouraged if 
you stumble, the worm is the only ani- 
mal that cannot fall down.” To this it 
can be added that when, like David, the 
Lord is with you, you will not be re- 
jected like Saul, but be picked up on 
your feet for a successful “reign.” 


/ 

A Poet King’s Lament.—Saul and his 
sons were dead ... and the Philistines 
came and dwelt in them [the cities] 
(chap. 31:7). The only funeral sermon 
by a king, of which I have any knowl- 
edge, is the best commentary on this 
text that can be written. It is found in 
2 Samuel 1:19-27. If you have the Re- 
vised Version you will find David's trib- 
ute to Saul and Jonathan in poetic form. 
Some member of the class, or the whole 
class in concert can read.this noble ap- 
preciation of Saul and Jonathan by a 
great poet. 

The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy 
high places; how are the mighty fallen! 
Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the 
streets of Askelon. . . . Ye mountains of 
Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let 
there be rain, upon you... . From the blood 
of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, 


the bow of Jonathan turned not back, and 
the sword of Saul returned not empty. Saul 


o 
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their lives, and in their death they were not 
divided: they were swifter than eagles, 
they were stronger than lions. . . . How 
are the mighty fallen in the midst of the 
battle! O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine 
high places. I am distressed for thee, my 
brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou 
been unto me: thy love to me was wondere 
ful, passing the: love of women. How are 
the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war 
perished! (1 Sam. 1:19-27.) 

These “bones” of David’s lament are 
printed because many readers of the 
Times will not have an Old Testament 
Scripture at hand. There is nothing in 
the history of David that shows the true 
greatness of the man more than the way 
he conducted himself in his dealings 
with Saul who was trying to kill him. 

As has been said recently, Saul made 
the mistake of letting go of God. David 
made a bad mistake, but David held on 
to God. While David had what the boys 
call “hard sleddin’” with Saul’s attempt 
to kill him, the God to whose hand he 
held firmly all the way on the dangerous 
path saw to David’s safe arrival in the 
kingly place for which Samuel had 
anointed him. And this will be the way 
with all who hold fast to God. 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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‘Lesson for September 3 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining ee eo under — 
ustrations are ow be ha 
the Times for 10 cen’ $i is y peid for R= 
Fsretcn accepted, a $2 for the best one. 


Tllustra reach the Times three months 
= advance of the lesson, and should not be 
ay m earlier ‘Illustration Round 
Tab es.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the use of the 
it pa —* readers are asked to 
fimit the tied on ea lesson to 
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Inseparable Partners—Because thou 
hast rejected the word of the Lord, he 
hath also. rejected thee from being king 

. - (1 Sam. 15:23, Golden Text). 

These hath God married 
And no man shall part, 
Dust on the Bible 
And drought in the heart. 
—From Record of Christian Work. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Why Everyone but God?—Because 
thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, 
he hath also rejected thee from being 
king (1 Sam. 15:23, Golden Text). 

How often we trust each other, 
And only doubt our Lord. 

We take the word of mortals, 
And yet distrust His Word; 


But oh, what light and glory 
Would shine o’er all our days, 
If we always would remember 
God means just what He says. 
—A. B. Simpson 
—From The Alliance Weekly. Sent by 
Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


His Not to Reason Why.—And Saul 
said, They have brought them from the 
Amalekiteg: for the people spared the 
best of the sheep and of the oxen, to 
sacrifice unto the Lord thy God; and the 
rest we have utterly destroyed (1 Sam. 
15:15). It was part of the duty of a 
sailor on board a British ship of war to 
test the electrical system by which the 
commander signaled his orders from 
the bridge of the engine room. He had 
written instructions to carry out these 
tests every time the ship went into or 
out of the harbor. One day the ship in 
question was ordered to sea immediately 
after entering a certain port. Having 
tested the bells so recently, the young 
man decided that a further test was not 
necessary. But “something went wrong” 
and a collision was narrowly averted. 
“Did you test the bells?” asked the offi- 
cer. “No, sir,” replied the delinquent, 
“I thought”—and he got no further. 
“You are not here to think, sir: that is 
my business’—and for some days the 
man had leisure to think in. The com- 
manding officer was right, of course. 
And God has made it His business to do 
all the thinking necessary.—From Good , 
News. Sent by Mrs. Robert ‘Vining, 
Piedmont, W. Va. 


Christy Mathewson’s Lesson in Obedi- 
ence.—And the Lord sent thee on a jour- 
ney, and said, Go and utterly destroy the 
sinners the Amalekites, and fight against 
them until they be consumed (1 Sam. 
15:18). Obedience is necessary in play- 
ing a straight game. Christy Mathewson 
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‘was a much loved ball player, but he 
had trouble with one of the rules— 
obedience. Manager McGraw required 
that at the end of every day’s practice 
all extra players must run around the 
ball field twice before climbing into the 
bus to go home. On this particular day 
all who were supposed to run around 
the bases started except Mathewson. 
“Go ahead, Matty, take the run with 
those fellows, and we'll all go home,” 
said the manager. “I’ve worked hard 
enough today,” replied Mathewson. 
“Just the same you’ve got to go,” said 
McGraw. Matty sat there on the bench. 
“We don’t move a foot till Matty runs,” 
said the manager. His teammates urged, 
but there he sat for over half an hour. 
Finally he arose, stood at first base as if 
struggling with himself, then ran the 
bases twice and jumped into the bus. 
He said, “That was the most important 
lesson I ever had. I had to win in the 
fight over myself, and I did it."—From 
the Presbyterian. Sent by B. M. Dob- 
bin, Murfay, Nebr. 


When the Captain Commands— 
Wherefore then didst thou not obey the 
voice of the Lord... ? (1 Sam. 15:19.) 
Some years ago, in one of our largest 
American cities, an unfortunate conflict 
arose between capital and labor. The 
city was in the hands of a mob, and the 
.police and the militia were helpless. Sev- 
eral companies of regular Army men 
were ordered to the scene by the Presi- 
dent of the United States. They arrived 
in the city, detrained promptly, lined up 
quickly, shouldered their guns and 
marched along the avenue as if they 
really meant business. The story goes 
that as they came to a halt and stood 
erect and ready, a man in the crowd 
recognized an associate of former years 
in the ranks. He called out to him, 


“Oh, Jimmy, you wouldn’t shoot an old’ 


friend, would you?” “Whatever the Cap- 
tain says,” was the quick, uncomprising 
reply. “Whatever the Captain says.” 
In a world where morals have badly 
broken down, where spirituality has ter- 
ribly lapsed, where hatred rages in the 
hearts of men, where multitudes are 
suffering indescribable tortures, where 
human need is beyond the power of 
tongue to tell, for you and me it must 
be simply this, “Whatever the Captain 
says."—From the United Presbyterian. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Murray, Nebr. 
Prize illustration. 


He Knows What Is Best.—Hath the 
Lord as great delight in burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of 
the Lord? (1 Sam. 15:22.) A Persian 
legend runs that a certain king needed 
a faithful servant, and two men were 
candidates for the office. He took both 
at fixed wages, and his first order was 
to fill a basket with water from a neigh- 
boring well, saying that he would come 
in the evening and see their work. After 
putting in one or two bucketfuls, one 
man said, “What is the good of doing 
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this useless work? As soon as we . if 
the water in one sid out - 
other.” The other an “Bi 

have our bebe wt we? The 

the master’s b .Aipt. ours.” “I om 
not going to do sf€h fool'$ wai,” /re 
the other. Throwing dowit»pis 
he went away. The other man ‘cévitimued © 
until he had exhausted the well; looking 
down into it he saw something shining 
—a diamond ring. “Now I see the use 
of pouring the water into a basket,” he 
cried. “If the bucket had brought up 
the ring before the well was empty, it 
would have been found in the basket. 
Our work was not useless.” Christians 
must believe that their divine Master 
knows what is best, and obey His com- 
mands, and in due time they will know 
and understand—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by L. G. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


Your Sword First.—For rebellion is 
as the sin of witchcraft (1 Sam. 15:23). 
The Rev. John McNeill, the popular mis- 
sioner, recently said in an address, “A 
Frerich officer, whose ship had been 
taken by Nelson, was brought on board 
Nelson’s vessel; and he walked up to the 
great admiral and gave him his hand. 
“‘No,’ said Nelson, ‘your sword first, 
please.’ That is the Gospel. Many people 
would take Christ’s hand and say He is 
a noble character. Give up your re- 
bellious will first; admit your guilt, then 
Christ will take your hand and never 
let go.”—Source unknown. Sent by Ruth 
B. McDowell, Schenectady, N. Y. 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, today we have the dark 

side of the picture of Saul’s career. 
His reign was a very unhappy one. 
Though he won some notable victories 
over his enemies, there were many up- 
sets; there were jealousies, intrigues, 
and forebodings which kept him con- 
tinually on edge. Never had any young 
sovereign a finer prospect (as shown in 
last week’s lesson) for a successful and 
happy career as a ruler, yet, from the 
very beginning of his royal program his 
course was downward until the final 
crash at the walls of Bethshan. 

When a great air liner crashes and 
leaves the bodies of its passengers and 
crew smoldering on the mountainside, 
immediately an investigation is started 
by the authorities to determine if pos- 
sible the cause. If the cause can be dis- 
covered, something can be done to avoid 
a repetition of the disaster. It is not 
difficult to see the reason for Saul’s fail- 
ure. In a nutshell, it was a wrong con- 
ception of his relationship to God who 
gave him his crown. Saul had been on 
the throne but two years, when in a 
moment of impatience, unwilling to wait 
longer for Samuel, God’s anointed priest, — 
he entered the holv place and himself 
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made a burnt offering unto the Lord for 
victory over the Philistines. Saul knew 
that he ought not to do that, no matter 
how great the emergency was. When 
Samuel arrived, he “said to Saul, Thou 
hast done foolishly: thou hast not kept 


the commandment of the Lord thy God, ° 


which hé commanded thee: for now 
would the Lord have established thy 
kingdom upon Israel for ever. But now 
thy Kingdom shall not continue...” (1 
Sam: 13:13, 14). 

‘Saul made too small an estimate of 
God; at the same time he magnified his 
own importance. These two ‘errors 
usually go together, and become inten- 
sified as time passes. They led Saul into 
his other fatal mistake some years later 
when in disobedience to the Lord’s clear 
command he failed to “utterly destroy” 
the Amalekites, but brought back Agag 
the Amalekite king, alive as a “trophy 
prisoner,” along with the choicest of the 
sheep and oxen (1 Sam. 15:8-28). God’s 
command was set at nought; Saul’s pride 
and desires were placed first. Saul 
crashed. He miserably died—a tragic 
failure. 

Fellows, what’s the use of an investi- 
gation of a disaster if you are not going 
to benefit by the discovery of the fatal 
error? In a very real sense you are the 
pilot of a magnificent air liner: thé 
equipment of a wonderful physical or- 
ganism, intelligence, and the spiritual 
beam of God’s guidance and promises. 
Will you steer “on the beam” for a safe 
and happy landing? Or will you take 
the “short cut” of your own selfish de- 
sires—which can end only in a crash? 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


J aa YOU find the children are having 
difficulty in getting their quiz ques- 
tions answered, use them in class, ask- 
ing .the question and then finding the 
referérice arid reading and explaining it 
to them. These lessons are difficult for 
the little tots, but they will get more 
from them than you think. Emphasize 
people, and the story about the person, 
rather than history. Primary children 
afe'not interested in Israel as a nation, 
nor Saul as the king of Israel particu- 
larly, but in Saul as a person. 


Quiz 

1, How did Saul first disobey God? 
1 Samuel 13:8-10. " 

2..What did Samuel tell him? Verses 
11-14. 

3. Who was Saul’s son? Verse 16. 

4. When did Saul again disobey God? 
Chapter 15: 13-15. 

5. What did Samuel say to him then? 
Verses 16-19. 

6. Who did Saul blame for the sin? 
Verses 20, 21. 

7, What great thing did Samuel say? 
Verse 22. 
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8. Why did God reject Saul? Verse 
23b. 

9. Did God punish Saul? Verses 24-28. 

10. Was Samuel grieved at Saul’s fail- 
ure? Verse 35. 


Teach the children that great truth: 
“To obey is better than sacrifice.” Many 
people claim to love the Lord; many 
people are saved because they believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ,.but they do not 
obey God, and so they have no power in 
their lives. God can give His best only 
to those who obey Him. God cannot 
trust disobedient children. Every cnild 
should obey his parents, but many do 
not do it. 


Sometimes a child complains that his 
father never lets him do the things that 
his brother is allowed to do. It sounds 
as if the father might be very partial, 
but on investigation, you generally find 
that thé reason the brother is allowed 
special privileges is because the father 
can trust him. He knows he will obey 
orders; while the boy who feels abused 
is a disobedient child, and is reaping the 
result of his disobedience. 


In just the same way, God cannot give 
special blessings and opportunities to 
disobedient Christians. Many Christians 
obey the commands they like, and skip 
the others. For instance, they will be 
very strict in church attendance, because 
God has said not to forsake the assem- 
bling. of themselves together, but they 
will forget all about loving one another, 
though God has commanded that. Some- 
times we are very particular about doc- 
trine, which is right, but we are very 
short on honor for each other, which is 
also important. 


This is a good opportunity for empha- 
sis on obedience to parents, teachers, 
and above all, to God. A lack of obedi- 
ence to those in authority is what is 
causing the most appalling situation this 
land has ever had, child delinquency, 
which is almost out of bounds now, and 
far worse conditions threaten if soime- 
thing is not done about it. Of course, 
war conditions and delinquent parents 
have aggravated the situation, but lack 
of Bible training and Christian teaching 
is back of it all. An educational system 
with God left out has produced a gen- 
eration of more brilliant and cultured 
sinners. These are the fathers and 
mothers of many of our children. So 
give them every bit of Bible teaching 
you can, and pray that God may touch 
their hearts, that they may believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and be willing 
to follow and obey Him. 


Mopesto, CALIF. 
4 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


EQUEST the children to stand. What 


made you all stand right now? 
(Probable reply: “Because you asked’us 
to.”) But we aren’t going to sing or ‘go 
anywhere, so why should you stand? 
(Probably no other answer will be given 


than “You asked us to.”) That is a very: 
good reason. You obey your Sunday- 


school teacher. You may be seated now. 

Display a mechanical toy that moves 
when wound up. This toy cannot move 
unless someone winds it with a key 
(demonstrate). It obeys the movement 
of my hand, and goes only in the direc- 
tion I start it (action). It will let Clar- 
ence run it, too. (Let Clarence start it.) 
Are you different from this toy? God 
has given you a will power and a won't 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
‘By Wade,C. Smith 
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Lesson for September 3 

‘ yA 
power of your own so you can obey or 
not, because He wants you to choose to 
obey the right ones. Your school may be 
beginning this week. Whom will you 
obey, your own desire, the teacher, or 
the other boys and girls who will try 
to wind you up and start you going the 
way they want? Will you be a boy ora 
toy? 

Our story today tells how Saul used 
his will power, or rather his won't 
power, on God. One day Samuel said 
to Saul: “The Lord sent me to anoint 
you king over His people. Now pay at- 
tention to the Lord’s words. The Amale- 
kites are to be punished for their wrong- 
doing. Go and attack them. Kill them 
all—men, women, babies, and animals.” 
Saul got his army together, and made 
the attack with great success. Although 
they killed the other men, Saul saved 
King Agag alive, and kept him as a 
prisoner. Perhaps Saul thought the cap- 
tured king would make a nice display of 
his success at home. Saul and the people 
kept the best of the sheep and oxen; 
they looked too good and valuable just 
to slaughter and waste all that meat. Of 
course, they killed all the poor and 
worthless stock. (Continue the story as 
told in 1 Samuel 15, of Samuel’s leading 
Saul to see his disobedience, of Saul’s 
alibis and final confession, of Saul’s pun- 
ishment in the loss of the kingdorm) 

Even editors and columnists of daily 
newspapers are noting the results of 
the self-expression and lack of restraint 
advocated by recent leaders in educa- 
tion. Many homes even of church 
families exercise little discipline. This 
lesson should help the children them- 


selves to realize the importance of, 


obedience. Those who have brothers in 
the service can probably give illustra- 
tions of obedience in the army and re- 
sults of disobedience. A good soldier of 
the Lord Jesus Christ places God’s or- 
ders first (Acts 5:29). These are some of 
His commands: Ephesians 6:1 and He- 
brews 13:17a. 

For memory work 1 Samuel 15:22, 23 
may be used, explaining the entire 
verses, and memorizing, as a minimum, 
“To obey is better than sacrifice.” A pic- 
ture poster or flannelgraph may show a 
sacrifice on the altar, and a scroll as 
representing the word of God in olden 
days; an offering made at church, and an 
open Bible would typify the ideas in 
modern life. Also compare buying 
Mother a gift at the store instead of 
buying the groceries she sent you for. 

Obedience is not always a pleasant 
word but it brings great reward in the 
end. . ‘ 

1. From the Books of the Law. A father’s 
hard test of obedience (Gen. 22:1-18). 

2. From the Books of History. A child’s 
obedience to God (1 Sam. 3:1-20). 

3. From the Books of Poetry. Whom to 
obey (Prov. 4:10, 14-16). 

4%. From the Prophets. God’s promise to 
obeyers (Jer. 7:23). 

5. From the Gospels. The Lord Jesus’ 
obedience as a child (Luke 2:41-51). 
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6. From the Epistles. The Lord Jesus’ 
obedience as a man (Heb. 5:7, 8; Phil. 2:8). 

7. From the Revelation. Reward for obedi- 
ence (Rev. 22:12, 14). 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are pn page 583) 


1. God told Samuel to anoint him that he 
might save God’s people from the Philis- 
tines. Israel rejected God when: they in- 
sisted on having a king (1 Sam. 9:16; 8:7). 

2. It consisted in taking the place of a 
priest before God when he did not belong 
to the priestly family. 

8. Because the Amalekites were an idola- 
trous, immoral people, and a menace to the 
Israelites, and, therefore, to God’s plan of 
redemption through Israel (Deut. 25:17-19). 

4. Of the lusts of the flesh, which con- 
stantly war against the soul. 

5. He evidently loved Saul deeply, and 
cried to God all night for forgiveness for 
him. 


6. The Kenites, descendants of Moses’ 
father-in-law, had showed kindness to the 
Hebrews (Judges 1:16). 


7. No. We are called to mortify its deeds 
continually. 


8. Learn God’s will through the knowledge 


of Scripture and waiting upon the guidance 
of the Spirit. 
ae 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
Thou has taught us so often in Thy Word 
how needful it is for us, Thy children, to obey 
Thy command. “To obey is better than sacri- 
fice.” May we learn the deep lessons of ready 
and complete obedience. May we not try to 
substitute some plan of our own for plans 
that Thou dost disclose to us as the course we 
ought to follow. It is a temptation of these 
disturbing days for us to seek ways of solving 
our problems that are not Thy ways. May we 
be grateful that Thou art so ready to reveal 
Thine own will for us if we but turn to Thee 
for light in these times of great confusion. 
Out of these stirring lessons from the Old 
Testament concerning Thy dealings with men 
of that day, may we see the same faithfulness 
and guidance that Thou hast for us today, and 
may they stir us to faithful obedience. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen, 


After the Lesson: How wonderfully 
God uses the voice of the Old Testament 
prophets in expressing His will to the 
people. The prophet Samuel had very 
willful men to deal with, and he had to 
utter his warnings against them no mat- 





HIS WILL 


OTHING MORE 
OTHING LESS 
OTHING ELSE 











ter what high position they held. All 
through Bible history a prophet was 
one who spoke for God. He would be 
God’s voice to the people. And so to 
Saul the words of the prophet Samuel 
would come with startling force, be- 
cause Saul well knew_that the prophet 
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was saying the things that God wanted 
him to say. There are men today who 
speak such clear truth to others around 
them that what they say has great 
weight with those of us who hear. They 
are men who live very close to God and 
who listen carefully to His voice. A 
great test today of our real love for 
God is our spirit of obedience to Him— 
“To obey is better, than sacrifice.” Men 
needed to be told this by the prophets 
of the early days in Old Testament 
times, as we need to be taught strict 
obedience to God’s words if we would 
be faithful to Him. Saul did obey -to 
some extent, but not completely. . Do 
you remember that fine saying that Dr. 
Stuart Holden of England used to quote? 
“His will 

Nothing More 

Nothing Less ° 

Nothing Else” = 
May that be our purpose when we think 
of what God can do for us if we will 
but obey Him. . 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Are You Stitt on Gon’s Tratz?’ 

VERY life is on trial before God, and 

the final result will depend upon 
whether or not we have let Him have 
His way with us. One may, like Saul, 
make a worthy start, but unless Christ 
is Saviour and center of the life, one 
will be unworthy of His blessings. Saul 
started his career as king with physical 
fitness, acquaintance with mature Chris- 
tians, willingness to work, interest in 
people, praying companions, and a grand 
opportunity to be a blessing to his peo- 
ple, and glorify God. 

How did Saul use these advantages? 
How do girls use their personality as- 
sets? Saul did win victories in battle 
just as talented girls win a degree of 
success, but how different Saul was from 
Joshua and Gideon who sought and 
followed God’s will. Saul intruded into 
the priest’s office as people often: at- 
tempt now to rush into services, good 
in themselves, perhaps, but for which 
God has not called them (1 Sam. 13). 
He rashly forbade his army to eat any 
food during a day of important battle, 
leaving them hungry, weak, and unfit 
to fight, thus making it easy at evening 
for them to break God’s laws against 
the eating of blood (chap. 14). Even 
now, rash, thoughtless leaders stimulate 
lawlessness and produce misery. At last 
Saul disobeyed God’s command to de- 
stroy the Amalekites; he set up a monu- 
ment in honor of himself, and gave false 
reports to Samuel, blaming disobedience 
upon the people instead of facing it. . 

“The Lord sent me to anoint thee to 
be king,” said Samuel to Saul, ‘not 
merely to give Saul a position of promi- 
nence, but in order that Saul might rep- 
resent the Lord in public affairs among 
a@ people who had refused to deal di- 
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rectly with God through His. judges. 
Does God ever lead anyone into a place 
of value for the pleasure of that person 
alone? No, never. We are exalfed only 
in order that we may exalt Him! (Josh. 
3:7; 4:14; 1 Pet. 5:6; Psa. 34:3.) Has the 
Lord brought the girls of your class into 
favorable places? Are they giving Him 
the praise and giory for their privilege 
of serving Him? (Psa. 18:19.) 

“Thus qaith the Lord ... now go... 
and utterly destroy.” For the welfare of 
his people Saul was told to get rid 
of all that was bringing upon them 
moral and civic destruction. Could Saul 
have thought he had accomplished God’s 
command? Why did he go so boldly be- 
fore Priest Samuel with the false dec- 
laration, “I have performed the com- 
mandment of the Lord’? Why, when 
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Samuel called attention to the evidence 
of disobedience, did Saul try to crawl 
out of his sins by blaming the people? 

Saul called his conduct “obedience.” 
God called it “rebellion,” and “stubborn- 
ness.” Are we giving God’s neme to-our 
actions? Saul had destroyed some of 
his idol-worshiping neighbors, but had 
set up a little idolin his heart, the idol 
of Self. He went only part way along 
God’s path. 

Picture God’s route for a life with the 
goal of Heaven and rewards. .Below this 
attach boxes labeled “detours.” God’s 
trail leads always toward His glorious 
goal. Detours from His will waste both 
time and opportunity, and may end in 
sad defeat. Saul could have led his peo- 
ple close to God had he remained within 
God’s will, but he grieved the Spirit of 
God until a satanic spirit took possession 
of him (1 Sam. 16:14). Though difficul- 
ties often may arise along the route, 
God bids us go not under, over, or 
around, but through (Isa. 43:2; Ezek. 
47:4; Psa. 23:4). “This is the way, walk 
ye in it” (Isa. 30:21). Are you in the 
way.God.has chosen for you? Are you 
using or abusing the privilege of glori- 
fying God wherever you are? 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 

we 


The Beast and the False Prophet’ 


(Continued from page 580) 


dominated by the church, including 
Spain, France, Portugal, Italy, the 
Netherlands, and the Spanish colonies 
in South America, and it continued to 
function in France until 1772 and in 
Spain until as late as 1834. Whatever its 
original purpose, all history attests its 
iniquitous use of its power for extorting 
money from its victims, and its sadistic 
delight in watching their agonies under 
torture. Its implements were the rack, 
the thumbscrew, the iron maiden, the 
cross, the gibbet, the dungeon, and the 
flames. Its victims were haled before 
this tribunal on the slightest pretext, 
or none at all, especially if wealthy, and 
were “examined” by torture for such 
suspected offenses as reading the Bible, 
or a mistake in repeating the Ave Maria. 
The regular practice was to apply the 
inquisition by torture three times. Each 
time the victim was tortured until life 
was nearly extinct, when a physician 
would revive him and reset his bones, 
andehe was returned to prison until 
sufficiently recovered to endure another 
period of torture. Finally he was either 
released, broken in body and soul, to 
drag out the remainder of his life in 
suffering, or publicly burned at the 
stake in a rite called an auto-da-fe, or 
act of faith, which began with the cele- 
bration of the Mass. This use of the Mass 
as a prelude to murder enlightens us 
as to its nature and origin. In Spain 
alone the Inquisition, during the period 
of its operation, executed 32,000 victims 
and broke 309,000 for life, besides de- 
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stroying many others in dungeons and 
other ways. The ravages of the Inquisi- 
tion in the Netherlands have been de- 
scribed by Motley in his “Rise of the 
Dutch Republic.” Foxe’s Book of 
Martyrs gives a general survey of. per- 
secution of the church from the time 
of Nero to the close of the Inquisition. 


(To be continued) 


Global and Gospel Warfare 
(Continued from page 581) 


School has established a Russian. De- 
partment and is rendering this service. 
This, the only service training Russian 
evangelists in the U.S.A., deserves and 
demands our prayerful and practical 
support. \ 

Our Government calls on us to make 
every sacrifice to buy stamps and bonds 
in support: of the global war. And we 
Christians! Are we withholding some of 
our financial support to societies because 
some of their missionaries are cut off 
from communication, and thus severed 
from their source of supply? Do we take 
it for granted that there is less work 
possible, so less money is needed, fail- 
ing to realize that postwar conditions 
will challenge us to renewed and ex- 
tended service and a greater effort than 
ever before? The global war accentuates 
the necessity. Shall it be said that we 
faced and financed the global war 
needs, but neglected the call, challenge, 
and constraint of Him who “though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, that ye through his poverty might 
become rich”? Yes, not merely rich for 
personal enrichment but for the exten- 
sion of His Kingdom, as the whole of 
chapters 8 and 9, of the Second Letter 
to the Corinthians emphatically teaches. 
Shall we not pray and pray as never 
before and say as we do so, “This I do 
for the gospel’s sake.” 

Global war has constrained us to 
send our finest to the front,—our best 
young men and women. Nothing has 
been too good for thenf. Everything has 
been subordinated to the supreme serv- 
ice abroad. 

And the Church has spent most and 
concentrated chiefly on the home base 
which has had centuries of provision. 
She has trained her best for home 
pastorates. God forgive us! There have 
not been enough of God’s men forth- 
coming to travel with the troops, but 
there have been no lack of trainees 
for home pastorates: In nearly every 
missionary conference the women vol- 
unteers for the field utterly outnumber 
the men. Why? I am writing while min- 
istering for missions in a comparatively 
small church that has three pastors. 
What is the general and comparative 
proportion of Christian ambassadors 
among the heathen? There is one evan- 
gelical herald of the cross for and to 









































Lesson for Septernber 3 


every one million Russians. In this 
country, we have one minister for every 
514 persons. Oh, God forgive us! “My 
brethren, these things ought not so to 
be.” 

There are so many terrible contrasts 
between the global war effort of the 
world and the response of the Church 
to the worldwide challenge of Christ. 
I close with the words of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief to every Christian 
soldier enlisted under his banner: 

“As the living Father sent me so send 
I you.” 

“All power is given unto me... go ye 
therefore.” 

“Go ye into all the world .. 
disciples of all the nations.” 

May God give us grace to respond as 
never before in view of the increased 
need and intensified challenge. 


CHICAGO. 


- make 


Is the Christian Century 
Modernistic? 


(Continued from second page) 


its religious reporting, it does not reach 
the essential. Its religious news is the 
external news of the churches, not the 
spiritual news of the Kingdom of God. 
It seems to be unaware of the wide- 
spread, germinating activities of God’s 
Spirit, the wonderful beginnings of an 
awakening movement to Christ in Jewry, 
the constantly new mission movements 
designed to fulfill the command to 
preach the Gospel to the last remaining 
areas of earth. Of such movements, un- 
advertised, unfinanced, without prestige, 
but always advancing and reaching their 
objective, it appears to be wholly un- 
aware. One thinks, for example, of the 
Christian Alliance and the Association 
of Baptists for World Evangelism; of the 
bands of translators now undertaking 
to translate Scripture into all the In- 
dian dialects of Mexico; of the growth 
of Bible training schools in all quarters 
of the world; of the Unevangelized 
Fields Mission, and the Bible Church- 
men’s Mission in the Anglican Church, 
ang so on, and so on. One also thinks 
of a passage in Lecky’s “History of Ra- 
tionalism” in which the rationalist 
author expresses his amazement at the 
unconcern and unawareness of the in- 
telligentsia of the classical world, as a 
whole, regarding the meaning and 
growth of the Christian Church of its 
day, that Church which was to displace 
even the Roman Empire. The Chris- 
tian Century’s political discussions, too, 
are marked by the same unawareness. 
The Jesuit is a dominating figure in the 
whole present European situation, as the 
brilliant group of informed ex-priests 
who write the Converted Catholic from 
month to month clearly prove. The 
Christian Century does not yet realize 
this. Nor apparently is it conscious of 
the influential role the mighty alcohol 
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capital plays in the internal. politics of 
the United States, Great Britain, Canada, 
and Australia. It runs on the surface 
of politics as of religion. 

What does interest the Christian Cen- 
tury? Metaphysical discussion by the- 
ologians like Prof. Wiemann and Georgia 
Harkness, “about it and about”; attempts 
at artificial mergers of churches; the 
solemn and futile operations of the Fed- 
eral Council to establish on paper a new 
world order of its conceit; conferences of 
social talkers, and the like. Dr. Harry 
Fosdick says of it, “No one can under- 
stand fully the major currents of thought 
in American Protestantism without 
reading it.” I think he and these peo- 
ple generally are mistaken in believing 
their opinions to be “major.” Unitarians 
have said this of themselves for a cen- 
tury, but Unitarianism is a relic of a 
dying past, a bankrupt and useless sect. 
The modernists, too, are on the way 
out, little as Dr. Fosdi@& realizes it. 

One other criticism can be fairly made. 
‘As the Christian Century is unaware 
of vital, incoming spiritual movements, 
so it is slow in reporting movements of 
thought in Europe. It apparently has 
to wait for the translations. The statue 
of Soren Kierkegaard in the garden of 
the Royal Library, Copenhagen, stood 
there for decades before the Christian 
Century heard of Kierkegaard. So to- 
day it seems not to have heard of Prof. 
le Cerf, Calvinist of the University of 
Paris, of Jean de Saussure, the great 
Calvinist preacher of Geneva, or of Prof. 
Paul Althaus of Erlarfgen, or of Prof. 
Koeberle of Basel, or of Wilhelm Vis- 
cher’s epoch-making work on Christ in 
the Old Testament, or of Prof. Lamont 
of Edinburgh, brilliant mathematician, 
now theologian, or of Dr. Martin Lloyd- 
Jones, equally brilliant Harley St. spe- 
cialist, now evangelical preacher, or of 
the great exegetical work which Prof. 
Kittel of Tuebingen and other scholars 
are engaged on. 

Finally, the Christian Century has 
been running alongside the fatal move- 
ment whose aim has been to transform 


(13) 589 





AGENTS WANTED 


We need 500 Christian workers to sell our 
splendid ae line of everyday erecting 
cards, pencils, stationery, novelties, sacre 
music, song books, plaques, mottes, Bibles, 
books and religious merchandise. Good Com- 
mission. Send for our large free catalog. 


THE BOONE PUBLISHING CO, 
P. O. Box 200 Des Moines, lowa 














Old Fashioned Revival 


Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 


Mutual Network and 

ent Stations. Consult r: 

of local newspapers for stations 
and times, 

CHARLES BE. FULLER, Dirécter 
P. 0. Box 123, Los Angeles 53, Calif. 








We Invite You to 


BECOME 





Founded in 1914, we commence our 
31st season. 


P. S. O. B. is an institution approved 
of God by time. 


Write for circular 


Philadelphia School of the Bible 


1721 Spring Garden Street 
Philadelphia 30, Pa. 














Your Own 


Religious 


Gift Shoppe 


Now you can order hundreds of useful religious 
items — Bibles, Books, Plax, Stationery, Greeting Gards, 
Gift Items, etc. — through one mail order se: - at 
liberal discounts. 

Write today for our new 1944 Successful Buying 
Guide of 100 pages, featuring up to date, fast selling 
merchandise. 

THE CHRISTIAN LIGHT PRESS 
Dept. ST-SS Elizabethtown, Pa. 








- 





workers by supporting 


Our Chance To Win Russia For Christ 


no is thé greatest missionary field in Europe. When the Lord opens the 
doors, there will not be enough evangelists for sending out to preach the 
Gospel to the hungry Russian souls, unless you help us to prepare missionary 


THE ONLY RUSSIAN BIBLE SCHOOL IN U.S. A., which is in Minneapolis, Minn. 








A number of Russian students are being trained there to go out and bring: Rus- 
sian souls to Christ. All those who see the Russian fields white unto harvest are / 
entreated to pray for the laborers. Support your prayers with your generous 
gifts, for this work requires haste. Funds are also needed for Russian Bibles and 
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Jacob Have I 
Loved 
_* 


So declares God in Romans 9:13. 
But the world has always hated 
what God has loved. e world 
hated the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s 
beloved Son. The world hates the 
Jews, while God says of Israel, “I 
have loved thee with an everlasting 
love.” (Jer. 31:3.) 

Can you afford to hate where God 
has loved? Are you not willin 
show the Jew the love of God shed 
abroad in your heart? Our far-flung 
work merits your every confidence. 
Your help is alw: needed and 
poakerense. **The Chosen People,’’ 
loved b 7 aw Bible students for 
its helpful information on Prophecy 
and the Jews, is sent to all contrib- 
utors. May we hear from you? 
You'll be glad you wrote. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn 6, N. ¥. 
39 KingWilliam Street, Hamilton, Ontario 


eee 

















TAYLOR UNIVERSITY 
Co-educati lical—Effectively Christian 
Your son’s or ‘ton 's faith will be strengthened ! 

Accredited by the State. Trains teachers. 
99th Year Opens September 5, 1944 
! Write for catalog 
President’s Office 
TAYLOR UNIVERSITY - Upland, Indiana 

















Through the Bible Study 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
*estatrtnatare ce 





Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas,Texas 


él 








“Stopping the Stork” 
Discusses problems that perplex many people. 
Readers of other Shadduck books know this 
one will have gripping interest. Postpaid for 
2 dimes. $1 bill will get it and any 4 books 


listed below at 20 cents each. 
ents} God Did Not Make,” “Man, the 
er,” “Dustan d Dei ” “Rastus 
yom .. Evolution,” ibi, Lulla- 


by, By-by,” “Jocko-Homo Heavenbound,” 
“Puddle to Paradise,” “Toadstool Among 
the Tombs,” “Gee-Haw of the Modern 
Jebu,” and if you want a surprising exposure 


of the Rutherford Re 7 tl "wet “Seven 
Thunders of Millennial Da 
Home Publishing Co. ahtabel, Ohio 








“THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the whole institutional life of American 
Christianity by a Unitarian penetration. 
Schools, colleges, seminaries, publication 
societies, and missions, both home and 
foreign, have been the object of this in- 
filtration which has violated every pur- 
pose and legal stipulation of the Cbris- 
tian past. Never to my knowledge has 
the Christian Century uttered a word 
of protest. It has been content to let 
it work confusion and alienation in the 
name of modern thought and freedom. 
It has never explained, what is so obvi- 
ous, that modernism is a reaction to 
18th century forms of unbelief and not 
at all modern, and that the only “free- 
dom” involved is freedom to take what 
does not belong to it. 

The Christian Century stands for 
“religion” — of a sort; not for historical 
Christianity. If it is hedging at the 
present time, and I have reported vari- 
ous utterances of that sort, this prob- 
ably represents a change of fashion 
rather than a change of heart. Or is Dr. 
Morrison really becoming aware, by 
evidence from all sides, of the results 
of the modernist malady as they work 
themselves out in spiritual and intel- 
lectual decay? 

bd 


With the New Books 


Generalissimo and Madame 
Kai-shek. By Basil Miller. 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids 2, 
Mich., $1.50.) “Christian Liberators of 
China” is the subtitle of this timely 
biography of two of the most outstand- 
ing leaders in the world today. Their 
Christian character and influence are 
particularly emphasized, and an insight 
is given into their home life, with its 
daily personal and family devotions. 
Madame’s influence in the launching of 
the New Life Movement and in the 
relief of the suffering of her people 
due to war and poverty are shown, along 
with the Generalissimo’s statesmanship 
and soldierly qualities and exploits. 
The reader is given a good picture of 
the life of each separately, also, before 
their marriage. These great leaders— 
great because of the faith they have in 
Him who died to make men free — have 
high hopes and ideals for China, and 
are doing all in their power to make her 
a free and happy land. 


Chiang 


(Zondervan 


Ruth — Romance of Redemption. By 
J. Vernon McGee, Th.D. (Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
$1.50.) Ruth, Bethlehem, and David are 
linked together throughout the Bible 
story. This little book, one of the two 
in the Bible that bear the names of 
women, is regarded as one of the most 
perfect love stories in the world, yet 
the word “love” never occurs in it. The 
title of the present study is aptly chosen, 
for it pictures the works of the Kinsman- 
Redeemer not as a business transaction 
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but as a “love affair.”, Into a close study 
of the idyllic little tale is woven much 
of the great body of Scripture truth re- 
garding our salvation, and pre-eminently 
showing the nature of the work of our 
great Kinsman-Redeemer. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
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Sunday, September 3 


How to Meet a Crisis 
P (Eph. 6:10-18; Phil. 4:13) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permissjon. 

OMEONE has well said that the 

Battle of Waterloo was won on the 
cricket field at Eton. The meaning is 
obvious. It was the perseverance and 
discipline and teamwork learned in 
early youth that made it possible for 
the English to defeat one of the great- 
est military strategists the world has 
ever known. The Battle of Waterloo 
was a great crisis, but there was no time 
to prepare for it after the battle began. 
In the crises that you and I must meet 
in life there will be no time for prep- 
aration. The preparation must be made 
beforehand. 

$e 


The verses in our Scripture lesson tell 
us of a marvelous suit of armor that 
every Christian may put on as a pro- 
tection against the day of crisis. It is 
a “whole armour,” or complete armor, 
sufficient for every test and every emer- 
gency. It is “whole” also in the sense 
that, just as a medieval suit of armor 
was fastened together part to part, so 
the Christian’s armor is to be worn in 
completeness, for one missing part 
makes the whole insufficient and ex- 
poses a vulnerable spot where the enemy 
can attack and bring about defeat. 

ye 

For the head, which is the control 
center of the whole body, “the helmet of 
salvation” is provided (v. 17). Without 
salvation, which carries with it an ac- 
knowledgment of God’s sovereignty and 
a willingness to be guided and directed 
and controlled by him, no crises can 
safely be met. There is also a sense 
here in which salvation suggests the 
wearer’s deliverance and victory, no 
matter how severe may be the test or 
how important the crises. 


Covering the other vital parts of the 
body, and particularly the heart, is found 
“the breastplate of righteousness” (v. 14). 
It is a righteousness that is not our own, 
for this is the whole armor of God. It 
is the righteousness of Christ that be- 
comes ours, through yieldedness to Him 
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and the acceptance of what He has done 
for us. 
vg 


Next we see the girdle of truth (v. 
14). It was the girdle that held the 
warrior’s dress and armor together, and 
from which were hung his weapons. It 
speaks of personal sincerity and faith- 
fulness toward God and His Word and 
His will, not in one’s own strength, but 
a sincerity and determination that is 
the gift of God. 

Then we find the shoes, which are 
spoken of as the “preparation of the 
gospel of peace” (v. 15), — strange shoes, 
are they not, for warfare? The war- 
rior’s shoes protected his feet, but more 
than this they gave him a sure foothold. 
The believer’s foothold is on the foun- 
dation of “peace with God,” from which 
sure ground no enemy may shake him, 
no matter how the battle may rage about 
him. It is a foothold vitally important, 
if as these verses show us, the believer 
is to “stand” (vs. 13, 14). 

ye 

Two additional pieces make up the 
whole armor of God mentioned here. 
One is the shield which the believer 
carries on the arm, and which is de- 
scribed as the “shield of faith” (v. 16). 
Here is that confidence in and reliance 
upon God that makes it impossible for 
the enemy to reach us at any point with 
his: fiery darts of doubt or evil. The 
other piece of armor is the sword, which 
is grasped in. the hand, and which is 
the only weapon of offense given to the 
believer. Jt is described as “the word 
of God” (v. 17), with which the enemy 
may be attacked and put to rout. We 
need to remember that this was the 
weapon the Lord Jesus Himself used 
in that particular crisis in the desert 
when Satan sought to tempt Him and 
turn Him aside from His great purpose 
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of doing the Father’s will in every re- 
spect. 
b 
Although not listed as a piece of the 
armor, there is one additional resource 
here mentioned for the time of crisis or 
attack. It is “praying always” (v. 18) 
in the Spirit,— not necessarily uninter- 
rupted, audible prayer, but a constant 
looking to God for help and direction 
and strength. It is to be “all prayer,” — 
every variety, private, public, deliberate, 
ejaculatory. We are to use every re- 
source that God has given us. 
4 
Finally, there is to be the attitude of 
watchfulness, literally, “keeping awake” 
(v. 18). Some crises will come sud- 
denly. and without warning, but none 
need take us by surprise or overwhelm 
us, if we are constantly in touch with 
our Heavenly Father through daily 
prayer and reading of His Word and 
reliance and trust in Him, using His 
God-given. graces of alertness and 
watchfulness.. All too often believers 
are in danger of spiritual drowsiness. 
A little boy, when asked why folks 
should be quiet in church, answered, 
“Because the people are asleep!” It is 
when we are spiritually lazy or asleep 
that the enemy takes us by surprise, 
and catches. us unprepared for or un- 
equal to a crisis. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
August 23 to September 3 

Mon.—1 Samuel 13:8-14, 
The King's Folly. 
PRAYER SuccEstTions: “Thou hast done 
foolishly: thou hast not kept the com- 
mandment of. the. Lord thy God.” King 
Saul’s foolishness was not a new thing 
as the record shows. He did foolishly on 
other occasions. This sort of thing ulti- 
mately cost him dearly (15:11; 28:4-20). 
In the greatness of a man’s folly he goes 
astray. The person who is hasty in spirit 
is foolish. His folly shows up in his dis- 
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Union lesson helps and story papers — 
are Bible - cen undenominational, 
easy to teach and interesting to study. - 
Prepared especially for the small and - 
medium sized school with helps for each 
age group. FREE specimens. 


American Sunday-School Union .- 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa 


Wanted at the Christian Sanatorium 


Young men and young women to take training in 
ical Psychiatri ussite. Write of 

Christian Sanatorium ‘ 
Wyckoff, New Jersey 














Nurses, 





GREAT 
WORDS 

of the 
GOSPEI 





4 
4 : 
, by Dr. H. A, Ironside 
ry In his characteristic style éf- 
1 clear, easy-to-read, interesting 
t . this noted Bible expositor 
. “explains “ten great words” 
4 such as regeneration; ¥4- 
| demption, substitution, justi- 
% fication, Valuable to ‘new: 
4% sand to established Chris- 
8 —tians. 128 pp., Moody Col- 
. portage Library No. 188. 
$404 4 , 20c 
Woody Pre88 153 INSTITUTE PLACE - CHICAGO 10 





FOR ACCURATE INFORMATION ABOUT THE AIMS AND ACTIVITIES OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


“ro: THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE” 


y Edited by FORMER ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIESTS 
Strictly Factual — Carefully Documented 


Its aim is to bring the light of Gospel Christianity to Roman Catholics and to inform Prot- 
estants ort Roman Catholic teachings and practices. } 


Invaluable to ministers, missionaries, Sunday school teachers 
Subscription price is only $1.00 a year (10 issues) 


(Canada and Foreign, $1.25) Order from 


CHRIST’S MISSION 


229 W. 48th Street ~ ° 





New York 19, N. Y. 
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TENTH ANNUAL 


CATSKILL MOUNTAIN 
BIBLE CONFERENCE 


Bex 787 - + # £4Bloomville, N. Y. 


Rev. Rosert HovcntTaine, President 
Rev. Aram D. Me.tconian, Registrar 


SEPTEMBER 10 to 17 


A mountaintop place of rest and inspiration. | Hear 
a —_- of oe! — +> - ra Bible teachers and lead- 
summer programs. Rates 


ee Send a post card for folder. 


NATIONAL 


if BIBL INSTITUTE 


Monthly Publication, “The Bible Today’’ 
Free from entangling alliances with “modernism” Chartered by 
New York State Regents to grant degrees in Theolégy and Christian 
Béucation, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical 
Course diplomas. Entrance requirements, high school graduation. 
Write for catalog. 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


obedience to God. Salil is a warning to 
all who disobey God. Pray for Mildmay 
Preacher’s Association, London, Eng. 
Tues.—1 Samuel 15-1-9. 
Jehovah’s Command to the King. 
Prayer Suacestions: “Héarken thou 
unto the voice of the words of the Lord.” 
Every Christian has a similar command 
in the words of Christ: “He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches” (Rev. 3:22). The 
words of the Lord have a “voice” to 
which we must listen. What does God 
say? What does He mean? The com- 
mandments of the Lord are a test of our 
love to the Lord. They are just’so many 
tests of our heart-attitude toward Him. 
Doers are blessed. Pray for the South 
American Missionary Society, 20 Johns 
St., Theobalds Road, London, W.C.1, Eng. 
Wed.—1 Samuel 15:10-16, 
The King’s, Disobedience. 
Prayer Suacestions: “He is turned 
back from following me, and hath not 








Our beautiful, new, centrally located home 


The New Christian Service Training Center 


some years past the need has been keerly 
felt for a strong and well-equipped center of 
Christian training in Buffalo, western New 
York, the near-by States, and Canade. To 
this end, much prayer has ascended that the 
Lord would provide in, Buffalo a center fully 
prepared to thrust forth large numbers of fully 
trained Christian workers into the fast whit- 
ening harvest fields of today. 

We firmly believe the newly reorganized Buffalo 
Bible Institute to be God's gracious answer to 
these earnest petitions. Just recently, in a 
truly providential manner, we have acquired 
the beautiful property at 827 Delaware Ave- 
nue shown above. It is centrally located, and 
admirably suited to our needs, with class and 
dormitory room for an expanded program. It 
probably will develop into a center of Chris- 







827 Delaware Avenue 


tian activity also, with the support of God's 
people of all depominations, hereand elsewhere, 


The Institute is newly incorporated under the 
direction of a Board of leading professional 
and business men. Rev. B. Allen Reed, A.M., 
S.T.B., has been elected resident Dean. He 
is directly from Chattanooga§Bible Institute, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, and was formerly 
for a number of years a member of the facv!- 
ties of Columbia Bible College, Columbia, 
S. C., and The National Bible Institute, 
New York. Under his academic leadership, 
an expanded faculty is planned, and a well- 
rounded curr 1 of high hol tic calibre, 
with a music major and a radio ministry. 

Organization will proceed during late summer, 
and the Institute will open for the Fall semes- 
ter of work on September 12, 1944. For full 
information regarding curriculum and tuition, 
please address 





THE BUFFALO BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Office of the Dean 


Buffalo, New York 
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performed my commandments.” The 
king did not admit his disobedience un- 
til he knew he was found out. In this 
way he added lying to the sin of dis- 
obedience. Just so, one sin leads to an- 
other. A sin always has at least one 
mate. Samuel judged Saul by the word 
of the Lord and by his own personal 
knowledge of his wickedness. “What 
meaneth then this bleating of the 
sheep?” Disobedience always lays itself 
open to God and man. Pray for the Bible 
Text Publicity Mission, 13 Vowler St., 
London, S.E. 17, Eng. 


Thurs.—1 Samuel 15:24-31, 
The King’s Rejection Foretold, 
Prayer Succestions: “The Lord hath 
rejected thee from being king.” God is 
patient, but He will not keep His anger 
forever. He put up with Saul and his 
wickedness for a long time, but in due 
time He judged him for his sins. Sin- 
ners can know now, just as surely as 
Saul did, what their end shall be. “It 
shall not be well with the wicked.” A 
knowledge of coming judgment must be 
instilled in the minds of sinners. Pray 
that ministers will be faithful in warn- 
ing sinners of their fate. 


Fri.—1 Samuel 31:1-6. 
The Death of the King. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “So Saul died, 
and his three sons, and his armour- 
bearer, and all his men, that same day 
together.” Unhappy is the death of a 
wicked ruler and of wicked men. The 
dying sinner finds that the lack of the 
smile of God is his sorest trial. Fear 
hath torment. Departure for the eter- 
nal prison is the soul’s sharpest pain of 
death. The gates of death are terrible, 
but the pit of perdition is worse. Only 
the righteous have hope in their death. 
The last end of a servant of God is 
peace. Pray for great conviction of sin 
to settle upon sinners. 


Sat.—Hebrews 6:1-8. 
The Danger of Disobedience, 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Impossible .. . 
to renew ... repentance.” There comes 
a time when some men pass beyond re- 
pentance. Continual disobedience leads 
to that fatal, final sin. Hardness of heart 
treasures up wrath against the day of 
wrath. A conscience seared with a hot 
iron is one of the dangers that lie in con- 
tinual wrongdoing. Saul, Judas, and 
Simon stand out as warnings to the dis- 
obedient. Pray for more préaching to 
conscience, 


Sun.—Revelation 2:1-7. 


A Call to Repentance. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Repent, and 
do the first works.” Repentance of 
sinning Christians and of those who 
are merely professing Christians is 
urged by the Spirit of God. Only 
sins repented of are’forgiven. Against 
many, God’s words are, “I have some- 
what against thee.” Pray for wide- 
spread manifestations of true repent- 
ance. 


(Lesson for Sept*3)”August 19, 1944 


4m 


NO 
3 


73 GN@-LS NOOV 
G? 9 


SSVW 


16GE2L 
Sail TWNOILVOTE 


oe 








a! 





